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RE: Committee Revlew of Dry Needllng Rule for Physlcal Thera pists

8/lLlLs

Dear Commlttee Members,

My name ls Matthew Bauer, L.Ac,, and I am Presldent of the recently formed educatlon6l non-profit

organllatlon, the Acupuncture Now Foundatlon (ANF). The ANF was formed to educate the publlc,

healthcare provlders, and health pollcymakers about the practice of acuPuncture. We ere a non-partlsan

educatlonal charity, not a Professional srsociatlon. As such, we do not enga8e ln Politlcel lobbylng or try

to influenc. issues related to duly licensed practitioners' scope of practlce (turf battles). However, the

escalaflon of tenslons and rhetorlc surrounding the {dry needllng issue" panlcularly in the LJ.S. but also

happenlng to some deStec ln other countrles has led us to belleve we could qffer some Practical

suggestlons to decision making bodles such as yours for worklng throuSh these matters and we thank

you for the opponunlty to do so.

We believe debatlng whether or not dry needllng ls acuPuncture does little good ln resoMng the types

of policy questlons before states' legislatures and licenslng boards and has only confused polic'y makers

and the publlc. lt is cleer opPosing sides rrc dlgging-in 6nd le8al challenges are on the rlse.

Unfortunately, what has not taken place is any serlous effort for thc dlfferhg parties to trke part ln an

ortanlzed effort to flnd resolution and Offer states'pollcy makers informetlon gleaned from a

structured, deliberatlve process, As such the ANF ur8es the Economlc AffalB lnterlm Commlttee to

recommend no funher actlon be uken and a Task Force be formed to further cohslder thls contlnuous

lssue. This Task Force should be comprised of .ePr$entative from Montana State 6nd natlonal

Acupunctur€ and Physical Tharapy assoclatlons, appropriate state reptesentauves, and the publlc. Our

concern ls that unless a formal dellberatlve process ls convened, states will be subjected to mahy more

rounds of legal and leglslatlve Effons by both Ucensed AcupuncturisB and Physical TheraPlsB to reverse

pollcles elther side sees as wrongherded'
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onaPersonalnote,overmy30yearslnPlactlce,lhavewatchedwlthres,etasthisissuebecamemore
and more conGsted. lt ls a shame because Licensed Acupunctulists and Physical Theraplsts both want

the best for thelr patlents and the publlc and ln f8ct, the two dlsclpllnes clinically work very well

together. lt is unfortunate the dlfferlng leadershtp bodies of these Wo professlons have never found a

wJy to undertake thoughtfql dlscusslons to resolve t rese issu€s but rather take their Gases to the media,

leglslatures, and the courts. This h8s not served the public well. Your state has an opportunlty here to

nJt only help resolve the issue before you and othet states whete thls ls being hotly debated, butto also

lmprove the health cholces for your state's cltizens. The Acupuncture Now Foundatlon would be happy

to lend any asslstance we could ln organizing thls Task Force or to assist your committee ln 8ny way to

help flnd resolution to this maftef'

Thank you aBaln for the opportunltY to provlde input on thls mater and please feel tree to contact us

for any turther information.

Slncerely,

Metthew Bauer, L.Ac,

--tk -*--l:**.--Lfu
Presldent the Acupuncture Now Foundatlon

acunowfoundation@gmall.com

C.C:

Montana Board of PhyslcalTherapy Examlners

Emall: DLlBSDLicenslngunitB@mt.gov

Bree Mannlnen , V.P. MAOM

bree@botefianacu.com


